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This is a summary document about the Wallers 

Haven catchment. Please get in touch if you need 

any more information. 

 

 

 

Overview 
The Upper Wallers Haven has a catchment area of approximately 53 square kilometres and eventually flows down 

into the Pevensey Levels which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The river has four main tributaries - 

Ashbourne Stream, Hugletts Stream, Nunningham Stream, Ninfield Stream that join around Boreham Bridge and 

Hazard’s Green in the middle of the catchment. These tributaries rise predominately in the Ashdown Sands 

secondary aquifer, and so have a reasonable base flow.  

However, once the Wallers Haven flows onto the Pevensey Levels the river’s character changes. It then flows 

across heavy clays and gains a highly responsive, flashy regime. As a result, the Pevensey Levels themselves are 

prone to winter flooding and low flows in summer, hence the need for careful management of the Wallers Haven 

system. The urban and suburban areas of the catchment include Ninfield, Herstmonceux and Windmill Hill. 

Contact us for more information about free training and advice: 

Anne Blokhus 

Catchment Adviser 

E: anne.blokhus@southeastwater.co.uk 
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The Upper Wallers Haven runs into the Wallers Haven which is a Level Dependant Environment (LDE) (wetlands 

or marsh system). This LDE forms part of the Pevensey Levels Ramsar and SSSI site further downstream. LDE’s 

have higher water quantity and ecological requirements in comparison to typical river catchments. The Wallers 

Haven watercourse is one of two main river systems that enable summer “feeding”, i.e. the transfer of water around 

the ditch network, of about two-thirds of the SSSI. In consequence there is a need to ensure high water levels in 

embanked rivers, which in turn ensure outlying ditches and streams are kept topped up to support resident wildlife 

in this mixed farming landscape.  

The need to control and maintain water flows in the Wallers Haven means the river is heavily modified. Water flow 

management occurs mainly through operation of a flow compensation scheme whereby a series of boreholes in the 

Ashdown Beds in the upper catchment pump water into their respective streams. This maintains flows going into 

the level dependant Pevensey Levels SSSI as well as meeting the requirements of local stakeholders, for example, 

drinking water abstraction for public water supply. These compensation flows mitigate against the impact of the 

surface water public water supply abstraction at Hazards Green. This means that flows downstream and into the 

main channel are “managed” when the scheme is in use. Any additional abstraction while the scheme is operating 

at mid to low flows would increase the pressure on the compensation scheme and reduce its effectiveness. The 

Star Inn Gates at Norman’s Bay can also be operated to control river flows into the English Channel. 

Water quality monitoring 
The Wallers Haven catchment encompasses two waterbodies; the Nunningham Stream and Ashbourne and 

Hugletts Stream. There are four monitoring locations in the catchment. Water quality monitoring also takes place at 

Hazards Green Water Treatment Works (WTW) abstraction point on the Wallers Haven. The Boreham Hill sample 

point monitors the water quality of the Nunningham Stream. The remaining sample points are positioned around 

the Ashbourne and Hugletts Stream. The Ninfield Stream sample point is located to the far south of the Ashbourne 

and Hugletts water body close to Hazards Green WTW. The Ashbourne Stream and Henley Bridge sample points 

are positioned at the downstream end of these two main tributaries. Ashbourne Stream, Henley Bridge and 

Boreham Hill are all monitored for carbetamide, metaldehyde, propyzamide and National Environment Programme 

(NEP) parameters. The Ninfield Stream sample point monitors metaldehyde only. 

Support available 
Drinking water supplied from the Wallers Haven catchment is ‘at risk’ of metaldehyde. The number of results above 

half or breaching the drinking water standard (0.1 microgram per litre (μg/l)) has declined over time, although it has 

not stopped all together. The majority of metaldehyde spikes above the drinking water standard occur between 

September and December which corresponds with metaldehyde applications to arable fields.  

Although we use complex water treatment processes to keep drinking water clean, metaldehyde is particularly 

difficult to remove. Within the Wallers Haven catchment, we are currently running a metaldehyde mitigation scheme 

and various sampling and monitoring trials designed to support farmers in reducing the amount of metaldehyde 

reaching watercourses. This includes: 

 free 1-1 Catchment Adviser visit 

 events 

 PA1 training 

 PA4s Training 

 slug pelleter calibrations 

 Maize Management Scheme 

 specialist advice services  

 Countryside Stewardship advice and support 

 Capital Grants Scheme 

 

If you would like more information about the advice and support we offer please contact our Wallers Haven 

Catchment Advisor, Anne Blokhus – anne.blokhus@southeastwater.co.uk. 

Designations 
The Environment Agency identifies Safeguard Zones for Drinking Water Protection Areas ‘at risk’ of not meeting 

Water Framework Directive (WFD) drinking water objectives. Safeguard Zones are non-statutory areas where land 
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use, management practices and other activities may affect the quality of the raw water. Measures to prevent 

pollution are targeted within these zones. 

During 2015 and 2016 South East Water and the EA confirmed the Drinking Water Protection Area Safeguard 

Zone (DWPASZ) designation for the Wallers Haven. 

DWPASZ ID: SWSGZ4013  

River Basin District: South East 

Management Catchment: Cuckmere and Pevensey 

Levels 

 

The current active of concern is metaldehyde. 

If you want to find out if an area is situated in a Safeguard Zone, enter the postcode in either of the following links:  

Environment Agency: https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/  

DEFRA: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx  
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