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Catchment information  
 

This is a summary document about the Eastern 

Rother catchment. Please get in touch if you need 

any more information. 

 

 

Overview 
The Upper Eastern Rother catchment lies within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The 

AONB covers an area of 1,450 square kilometres and is the fourth largest AONB in England and Wales. It is 

characterised by an attractive, small scale landscape, comprising a mosaic of small farms and woodlands, historic 

parks, sunken lanes and ridge top villages. The land-use is dominated by mixed agriculture, woodland and pasture.  

 

The High Weald is characterised by rolling hills often comprised of sandstone ridges, heavy clay soils in the valleys 

and a high proportion of ancient woodlands many of which are bisected by gill streams. Urban and suburban areas 

of the catchment include Mayfield. 

 

The river is joined by the Coggins Mill Stream and the Tidebrook Stream before Witherenden Bridge, after which it 

is joined by two main tributaries, the River Dudwell at Etchingham and the River Darwell at Robertsbridge. In these 

upper stretches it is primarily a naturally functioning river.  

Contact us for more information about free training and advice: 

Anne Blokhus 

Catchment Adviser 

E: anne.blokhus@southeastwater.co.uk 
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Average annual rainfall in the High Weald in the west of the catchment is over 1,000 mm, and as some of the 

underlying geology is impermeable clay, this results in rain rapidly reaching the river and high flow volumes. The 

river valley is prone to winter flooding, whereas during the summer months low flows are prevalent. 

Water quality monitoring 
Across the Eastern Rother catchment there are eight sample points including the river intake at Crowhurst Bridge 

Water Treatment Works (WTW). Four catchment locations are sampled for metaldehyde only with the remaining 

four (including the intake) sampled for a wider range of parameters.  

All catchment sample points are upstream of Crowhurst Bridge WTW, split across four sub-catchments. St 

Dunstan’s Bridge and Scotsford Bridge are on the upper reaches of the Rother, Pound Bridge is situated after the 

confluence of the Coggins Mill Stream and Upper Rother, Five Ashes to Coggins Mill Stream. All other sites are 

either on the main Eastern Rother or positioned at the downstream end of the waterbody prior to the confluence 

with the Eastern Rother.  

Support available 
We are currently developing plans for our catchment programme in the Eastern Rother which will begin in 2020.    

If you would like more information about the advice and support we offer please contact our Eastern 

Rother Catchment Adviser, Anne Blokhus – Anne.Blokhus@southeastwater.co.uk. 

Designations 
The Environment Agency identifies Safeguard Zones for Drinking Water Protection Areas ‘at risk’ of not meeting 

Water Framework Directive drinking water objectives. Safeguard Zones are non-statutory areas where land use, 

management practices and other activities may affect the quality of the raw water. Measures to prevent pollution 

are targeted within these zones. 

In June 2016 South East Water and the Environment Agency confirmed the Drinking Water Protection Area 

Safeguard Zone (DWPASZ) designation for the River Rother. 

DWPASZ ID: SWSGZ4009  

River Basin District: South East 

Management Catchment: Rother 

 

The current active of concern is metaldehyde. 

If you want to find out if an area is situated in a Safeguard Zone, enter the postcode in either of the following links:  

Environment Agency: https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/  

DEFRA: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx  
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